	Handwriting Progression

	Pupils should be taught handwriting precisely, in a clearly sequences progression starting from reception, to support their gradual acquisition of skills. Pupils should be taught both phonics and handwriting consistently and systematically, in line with the programme for each.  This means that explicit handwriting teaching should be given in addition to the writing in phonics. This also allows teachers time to check letter formation, observe and give feedback. Handwriting does not need to be formal whole class lessons – teachers should be flexible and consider what is best for their class. The writing framework Page 31 – 37 explains that children should build up to fluency in handwriting. Once children have built fluency, teachers should be clear on the nature on the handwriting for each piece of learning. 

In Read Write Inc., we teach handwriting in four stages. 
Read Write Inc. Handwriting – the four stages 
Stage 1 begins as soon as most children can read Set 1 sounds. We continue to teach children to form letters correctly. 
Stage 2 begins during Year 1. Children learn the relative size of letters and to form letters that will flow easily into a joined style. 
Stage 3 follows straight on. Children learn how to join letters using two basic joins – the ‘bridge’ join, the ‘hill’ join and the two variations on each. 
Stage 4 helps children develop a mature and speedy style. 
Each stage ensures pupils meet the National Curriculum requirements for handwriting from Reception to Year 4.

RWI Handwriting handbook found on Oxford Owl - 837431_RWI_HandwritingHandbook.pdf

What should children write on? 
For Stage 1, children write in an unlined exercise book. This is so they can focus on correct letter formation. 
For Stages 2 and 3, children write in 15mm-lined books or books with handwriting tram lines – 21mm outside lines, 6mm inside lines. 
For Stage 4, children write in 8mm-lined exercise books. We do not recommend using whiteboards to teach handwriting.

How can I support children who are left-handed? 
This how you can help children who are left-handed: Give them more space to write by placing them to the left of a child who is right-handed so their arms don’t nudge each other, show them how to slant their paper to the right so they can see more of their writing and show them how grip the pencil at a slightly higher point so they can see around their fingers.

	
	ACE Expectation
	End of year expectation
	Teaching
	Application

	EYFS
	• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing using the tripod grip in almost all cases. 
• Write recognisable letters most of which are correctly formed using RWI mnemonics from our phonic lessons. 


This is an important point to remember: we teach letter-sounds at the speed that children can read them, not the speed they can write them. Do not slow down the teaching of Set 1 and 2 sounds – even if children’s letter formation is poor.
	At the end of Reception, children should be confident to read and write the letters with the correct formation. You can be confident that children no longer need the Set 1 mnemonics once they can read the letters. 

Children should be able to recognise and form all the printed, lowercase letters of the alphabet. Children should hold a pencil with a tripod grip. 

	Arrange tables and chairs so all children can see the board/whiteboard

We teach children to sit in the ‘perfect handwriting position’ with:
· two feet on the floor
· push their bottom to the back of the chair
· tuck their chair under the table
· hold their pencil in a tripod grip 
· place their other hand on the paper, so it doesn’t move around

Stage 1
In Reception we connect the letters they read with the shape they write: 
· Children read a: a-a-a-apple; they write a: round the apple down the leaf.
· The mnemonics are designed to help children read quickly – with an accompanying phrase to establish correct basic formation. 
· Read Write Inc. Speed Sounds Lesson plans give clear guidance how to teach children to write the letters.  
· Importantly, once children can read the sounds, we continue to teach children correct letter formation in a separate five-minute lesson every day.  
	Pupils in Reception are taught short 5 minute handwriting lessons on a daily basis at the stage of writing they can access, which will include the following: 
• enhancing gross motor skills such as air-writing, pattern-making and physical activities 
• exercises to develop fine motor skills such as mark-making on paper, whiteboards, sensory trays, iPads, tablets, etc. 
• becoming familiar with letter shapes, their sounds, formation and vocabulary 
• correct sitting position and pencil grip for handwriting 
Children will learn the pencil grip rhyme from RWI and will follow this progression in EYFS.
Incorrect letter formation and misconceptions will be picked up robustly from the start.
Focus is on the starting and end points of letters rather than their placement on a line at this early point in time. 
In continuous provision, children will have access to a variety of mark making implements: chunky chalks, mops, brushes, dabbers, felt tips, crayons etc.
When writing and practising writing children will use a pencil type that is suitable for the child’s stage of development: triangular, chunky or thin HB pencil.
Pencil grips may be used as needed. 

	Year 1 
	• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing using the tripod grip in almost all cases. 
• Write recognisable letters most of which are correctly formed using RWI mnemonics from our phonic lessons. 
• Write some lower case and capital letters of the alphabet in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place. 
• Form digits 0-9.

This is an important point to remember: we teach letter-sounds at the speed that children can read them, not the speed they can write them. Do not slow down the teaching of Set 1 and 2 sounds – even if children’s letter formation is poor.
	At the end of Year 1, waiting on guidance from RWI

Children should be confident in writing all the capital and printed letters, numbers and symbols and start to become familiar with their use.
	When do I start Stage 2? Start using the Letter Village films when the children in your Year 1 class can write with correct basic formation. 

At Stage 2 we teach a mature handwriting style that will flow easily into joined writing. 
We introduce new ‘picture hooks’ to help children ‘visualise to memorise’ the shape of the letters. 
You can be confident that children no longer need the Set 1 mnemonics once they can read the letters. 
This is important. We do not ask children to copy. Copying means they haven’t memorised and will likely copy what they think they see – often starting in the wrong place and writing an approximation of the letter
	In the Autumn Term handwriting is taught daily, using the RWI progression for 10 minutes.
• continuing with gross and fine motor skills exercises 
• strengthening handwriting, learning and practice 
• numerals, capitals and printed letters; where and when to use, learning and practice 
When children can form letters accurately they can progress from the RWI progression.

Incorrect letter formation and misconceptions will be picked up robustly from the start. 

In continuous provision, children will have access to a variety of mark making implements: chunky chalks, mops, brushes, dabbers, felt tips, crayons etc.

	Year 2
	• Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly – BBC position. 
• Master the tripod grip of a pen/pencil. 
• Form lower case letters of the correct size, relative to one another. 
• Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 
• Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters. 
• Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower case letters. 
• Begin to use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters.
	Children should now be developing the fluency and speed of their writing and their writing should be mostly joined.
	When do I start Stage 2? Start using the Letter Village films when the children in your Year 1 class can write with correct basic formation. Children in Year 2 and above will also benefit from following these lessons before they begin learning to join letters.

New RWI guidance for Year 2 and beyond by the end of Autumn Term

Module 3 Starting Cursive: Year 2 introduces children to cursive letters and how to join them. They will have regular practice in letter formation and joining their handwriting. It is divided into 3 sections: 
• cursive letters and words, letter families, high frequency words, joining practice, sequencing sentences and dictation exercises 
• further dictation exercises, more high frequency words, 2, 5 and 10 times table facts and SPaG practice 
• more dictation and number writing practice With the regular handwriting practice throughout this module, children should now be developing the fluency and speed of their writing.
	In the Autumn Term handwriting is taught daily. From February half-term, teaching then progresses from five short, to two or three longer lessons per week: 
• continuing with gross and fine motor skills exercises
• strengthening handwriting, learning and practice 
• numerals, capitals and printed letters; where and when to use, learning and practice.
Children use 11mm or 12mm lines in all writing books. 
Handwriting sheets will be used as appropriate for children to practise the orientation of their letters including size and placement on lines. 
Children will use a sharp HB pencil to write with. Children will use a purple pen to edit by the end of year 2 with a focus on working from dependence (scaffolded editing) to independence as they progress up into and through KS2. 
By the end of year 2 some children will be writing mostly in a cursive style. 
Incorrect letter formation, joins and misconceptions will be picked up robustly on an ongoing basis.

	Year 3
	• Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of handwriting, e.g. by ensuring that down strokes of letters are parallel and equidistant. 
• Lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch.
	Children should have mastered their ascenders and descenders by the end of year 3, leaving sufficient space so that they do not touch. 
	Module 4 for Year 3 is targeted at children in lower KS2 where pupils should be using a cursive style throughout their independent writing in all subjects, helping to refine their handwriting in line with the requirements of each lesson. This module covers topics such as dictation, double letters, number vocabulary, palindromes, tongue twisters, MFL (French and Spanish), onomatopoeia, simile and statutory spellings. Completion of Module 4 should ensure improvement in the legibility, consistency and quality of the children’s handwriting through a variety of resources which link handwriting to other areas of the curriculum.
	From the Autumn Term handwriting is taught at least three times per week. 
Handwriting lines (8mm) will be used for children to practise the orientation of their letters including size and placement on lines. 
Children will use a purple pen to edit writing.
Incorrect letter formation, joins and misconceptions will be picked up robustly on an ongoing basis.

	Year 4
	• Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left not joined. 
• Continue to Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of handwriting, eg: by ensuring that down strokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch
	Children should now be using the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined.
	Module 5 for Year 4 focuses on using handwriting practice to support other subjects in the curriculum and, at the same time, builds on fluency and consistency. This module aims to promote meaningful links with other subjects such as English, maths, science, geography, French and Spanish. Making such links enables children to apply the skills they are learning in context and also provides depth to the curriculum. Learners will continue to build on producing fluent, consistent and legible handwriting through the regular practice offered in this module’s lessons.
	From the Autumn Term handwriting is taught at least three times per week. 
Handwriting lines (8mm) will be used for children to practise the orientation of their letters including size and placement on lines. 
Children may start using a handwriting pen in Year 4 (at the teacher’s discretion). 
Children will use a purple pen to edit writing.
Incorrect letter formation, joins and misconceptions will be picked up robustly on an ongoing basis.


	Year 5
	• Confidently use diagonal and horizontal joining strokes when writing independently to increase fluency. 
• Begin to choose a standard of handwriting which is appropriate for a particular task, e.g. quick notes or a final handwritten version.
	Children should be able to write at length with accurate spelling and punctuation, whilst also using cursive writing automatically. 
	Module 6 for Year 5 continues to build on combining fluent handwriting with other subjects across the curriculum. In this module, learners will have plenty of opportunity to develop the stamina and skills to write at length, with accurate spelling and punctuation. With Letter-join’s wide range of resources they will be able to work towards producing consistently neat and well-presented handwriting in all curriculum subjects. On completing this module, children should be producing cursive writing automatically, enabling them to focus on the content of their work rather than the process of writing.
	From the Autumn Term, handwriting is taught daily. 
Handwriting lines may still be used for children to practise the orientation of their letters including size and placement on lines. 
All writing books will have 8mm lines. 
Most children will write with a handwriting pen. 
Children will use a purple pen to edit. 

	Year 6
	• Choose a standard of handwriting which is appropriate for a particular task, e.g. quick notes or a final handwritten, presented version. 
• Choose the writing implement which is best suited for a task. 
• Maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed.
	By the end of year 6, children should be able to adapt their handwriting for a range of tasks and purposes and to create different effects. They should be clear about what standard of handwriting is appropriate for a particular task, for example, quick notes, a final handwritten version, an un-joined style or capital letters.
	Module 7 for Year 6 presents learners with a range of tasks where they have to decide on an appropriate style of handwriting. Promoting speedy, fluent writing continues to be a strong feature. Challenging dictation exercises will refine pupils’ revising and checking skills as well as boosting their handwriting speed, stamina and fluency. A range of curriculum-based worksheets will give pupils the opportunity to practise writing at length. Module 7 also contains a series of work to aid KS2 SATs SPaG revision. They are designed to support year 6 pupils in meeting expected standards for spelling, punctuation and grammar, with lots of SPaG preparation and plenty of handwriting practice. By the end of this module, children should be able to adapt their handwriting for a range of tasks and purposes and to create different effects. They should be clear about what standard of handwriting is appropriate for a particular task, for example, quick notes, a final handwritten version, an un-joined style or capital letters. All of these writing styles are covered in this module.
	Once handwriting has been secured in year 6, children may have some choice about the choice of pen and style of their writing: Pens must not smudge or leak. 
Pens must be blue or black. 
Pens must sit comfortably in the hand. 
Pens must not have unsuitable graphics or unnecessary accessories.
Children will use a purple pen to edit.



